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of the soil, together with the various means of testing whether the spot or its neighbourhood is lucky or unlucky; but much of this is considered obsolete now. Builders are still, however, very particular as to the position of the house with reference to a temple, and also as to the presence of human bones in the soil. If, on digging for the foundations of a new dwelling, any bit of human bone should be turned up, the greatest care is taken to discover and remove every particle that can be found. Sometimes the site is altogether abandoned. This idea may have originated from sanitary considerations. If, again, the owner should fall ill, whilst the building is going on, and die before it is finished, the whole thing is completely abandoned, and no one would think of taking over the work with a view to completing it. A house must not be built in front of a Siva temple, as the eye of that god has an evil influence; nor must it be built behind one to Vishnu, but it may. be built on either side of either one of them. I will here relate a peculiar case that came under my own observation sometime ago. as it has to do with the question of the site upon which a house may be built. I passed through a certain deserted village in" which many of the houses were dismantled. It was a Sudra village of prosperous farmers. It was getting late in the forenoon and, as I had not yet breakfasted, this appeared to be a. good opportunity to make a halt. The village munsiff (the village executive officer), who came up, gave me permission to pass the heat of the day in the sheltered courtyard of one of the houses that was still left standing. After breakfast, I began to explore and to seek for information. I was informed that, for certain religious reasons, the whole village had been abandoned and that the farmers had settled on a site, about half a mile distant from their old homes. They had partly pulled down their houses and utilized what they